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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on December 21, 2004 (21. 12.04); 
original claims 3-11 amended; new claim 13 added; 
remaining claims unchanged (4 pages)] 



CLAIMS 

1 A manufacturing method of a liquid crystal display panel, comprising: 
a sealant arranging step of arranging a sealant on a main surface of one of or 

each of two substrates to be bonded to each other; 

a liquid crystal dropping step of dropping liquid crystal on one of said two 

substrates; and 

a bonding step of bonding said two substrates to each other, wherein said 
method further includes: 

to be performed prior to said sealant arranging step, a deaerating step of 
arranging in a pressure-reduced atmosphere at least a substrate on which said sealant is 
to be arranged out of said two substrates; and 

to be performed prior to said bonding step, a releasing step of releasing said 
pressure-reduced atmosphere by an inert gas. 

2. The manufacturing method of a liquid crystal display panel according to 
claim 1, wherein 

said releasing step is performed prior to said sealant arranging step. 

3. (amended) The manufacturing meth od of a liquid crystal disp lay P an*1 
according to claim 1. wherein 

said sealant arranging step is performed in a released atmosp here 

4. (amended) The manuf acturing method of a liquid crystal display p anel 
according to claim 3. wherein 

said seala nt arranging step is performed within 30 minutes after said releasing 

step. 



- 24 - 

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



5. (amended) The manufacturing method of a liq ui d crystal display panel 
according to claim 1, wherein 

said deaerating step includes a step of arr anging said two substrates together in 
said pressure-reduced atmosphere 

6. (amended) The manuf acturing method of a liquid crystal display panel 
according to claim 5. wherein 

said releasing step is performed after said sealant arranging step and said liq uid 
crystal dropping step. 

7. (amended) The manuf acturing me thod of a liquid crystal display panel 
according to claim 1 a wherein 

said releas ing step is performed prior to said liquid crystal dropp i ng step , and 
said liquid crystal dropping step is performed within 30 minutes after said 
releasing step. 

8. (amended) A manufacturing method of a liquid crystal display panel, 
comprising: 

a sealant arranging step o f arranging a sealant on a main surface of one of or 
each of two substrates to be bonded to each other: 

a liquid crystal dropping s tep of dropping liquid crystal on one of said two 
substrates: and 

a bonding step of bondin g said two substrates to each other, wherein said 
method further includes: 

to be performed prior t o said liquid crystal dropping step, a deaerating step of 
arranging in a pressure-reduced atmosphere at least a substrate on which said liquid 
crystal is to be dropped out of said two substrates: and 

to be performed prior to said bonding step, a releasing step of releasing said 
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pressure-reduced atmosphere by an inert gas, wherein 

said releasing step is perf ormed prior to said liquid crystal dropping step, and 
said liquid crystal droppi ng step is performed in a released atmosphere. 

9. (amended) The manufacturing method of a liquid crystal display panel 
according to claim 8. wherein 

said liquid crystal droppin g step is performed within 30 minutes after said 
releasing step. 

10. (amended) The manufacturing method of a liquid crystal display p anel 
according to claim 8. wherein 

said deaerating step inclu des a step of arrang ing said two substrates tog ether in 
said pressure-reduced atmosphere. 

1 1 (amended) A manufacturing apparatus used in a manufacturing method of 
a liquid cr ystal display panel, the method including: 

a sealant arranging step of arranging a sealant on a main surface of one of or 
each of two substrates to be bonded to each other: 

a liquid crystal dropping step of dropping liquid crystal on one of said two 
substrates: and 

a bonding step of bonding said two substrates to each other, wherein said 
apparatus comprises: 

pressure-reduced atmosphere creating means for arranging the substrates in a 
pressure-reduced atmosphere: and 

releasing means for releasing said pressure-reduced atmosphere bv an inert gas, 
wherein 

said pressure-reduced atmosphere creating means includes 
a vacuum chamber. 
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a substrate arranging member for arrang in g the substrates in said chamber, and 
a vacuum pump for evacuating said vacuum chamber, and wherein 
said releasing means includes 

inert gas introducing mean s for introducing an inert gas into said vacuum 
5 chamber. 

12. The manufacturing apparatus of a liquid crystal display panel according to 
claim 11, wherein 

said vacuum chamber is formed so that the two substrates to be bonded to each 
10 other can be accommodated. 

13. (added) The manufacturing apparatus of a liquid crystal display panel 
according to claim 1 L wherein 

said manufacturing apparatus only comprises pressure-reduced atmosphere 
15 creating means and said releasing means. 
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